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Origins



Barcelona Tech Scene

YEAR 2011

source: Manuel Mates (necotium)

International presence: 40 countries 
Professionals hired: 5.000

Aggregated revenue: €2.000 M

20 Barcelona-based first 
companies



Tech Ecosystem - History
• FIRST'WAVE'OF'INTERNET'ENTREPRENEURS:'Eudald'Domènech'(Telepolis,'Servicom),'Inspirit'(Didac'Lee),'Pep'
Vallés'y'Manuel'Matés'(Cinet,'Ole),'Antonio'González'Barros'(Intercom)''

1993R1997'

• First'public'policies'supporUng'entrepreneurship'and'innovaUon'on'ICT'–'Barcelona'City'Council'(Glories'
Incubator,'Cibernàrium,'...)''

1997R1998'

• Seconf'wave'of'entrepreneurs:'Nacho'Salas'y'Manuel'Roca'(Atrapálo),'Daniel'González'(AnunUs),'Javier'PérezR
Tenessa'(Edreams),'Carlos'Blanco'(Itnet),'Enric'Aparici'(Consupermiso)''

• Business'Schools'–'integraUon'of'digital'business'frame'and'entrepreneurship'(1)''

1999R2002'

• ConsolidaUon'of'public'policies'supporUng'digital'projects'(22@,'ICF)'
• First'private'investment'funds'for'the'digital'sector:'BCN'Business'Angels,'Nauta'Capital,'Luis'Marbn'Cabiedes,'
BANC'

2003R2005'

• Third'wave'of'entrepreneurs:'some'of'them'formed'at'(1)'such'as'Lucas'Carné'(Privalia),'Iñaki'Ecenarro'
(Trovit),'Lluis'Serra'(Bricmania)'

• Development'of'private'investment'agents:'Cabiedes'&'Partners,'SeedRocket,'InveReady,'Caixa'Capital'Risc....'

2006R2009'

• ERcommerce'boom'in'Barcelona'thanks'to'the'effort'made'during'last'10'years.'
• New'entrepreneurs:'Miguel'Vicente'(LetsBonus),Vicente'Arias'(Offerum),'Jaume'Gomà'(Ulabox),'Nico'Bour'
(uvinum),'Borja'Recolons'(mequedouno),'Antonio'Alcántara'(OferUx),'Jesús'Haro'(carritus),'Jordi'Surdé'
(outleUc),'....''

• New'public–private'colaboraUon'models'of'incubators'(Almogàvers'Business'Factory)'

2010R2012'



Role models
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Administration 
& support 
institutions
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International 
companies and 
organizations



Barcelona Tech Scene

VC Firms 
and BA 

networks
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Incubators & 
Accelerators



Barcelona Tech Scene

TALENT
Engineering & 

Business 
Schools



Barcelona Tech Scene
BCN based companies





Some ecosystem figures

EXITS
(spanish companies sold to international companies) 

Trovit / Next 
Ducksboard / New Relic 
Data Republic / Kantar 

LetsBonus / Living Social 
PasswordBank / Symantec 

Icebergs / Pinterest 
Anuntis / Schibsted 
WuakiTV / Rakuten 
Polymita / Red Hat 

SitMobile / Soprano Design 
Akamon / Imperus 

Privalia / Vente Privee

In the last 12 months - BCN Tech Ecosystem has mobilized 1B€

INVESTMENT & FUNDING

Softonic /Partner Group /30%- 82,5M€ - 275M€ Valuation 
Privalia: Series D 2014- 70M€ (Index Ventures & General Atlantic) 
Edreams-Odigeo: First Spanish Tech Company IPO 2014 - $1,5B 

valuation 
Social Point - 48M€ Raised 
Sctyl - 104M€ Raised in 2014 
Wallapop - Accel Partners (1st investment in Spain) - 2ond round 

40M$ -closed / 3rd Round 95M€ (estimated) 
2015 Deals - Letgo / Wallapop / Userzoom / Typeform / Kantox / 

Ulabox/ Holaluz / Marfeel / Medtep /Novicap/ CornerJob

Currently, 15.000 professionals working in the BCN Tech Ecosystem



Barcelona Tech City



First Promoters 
2013
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Barcelona Tech City

Open to all those based in BCN, the Organization 
works together with entrepreneurs, start-ups, 
investors, large companies, incubators, accelerators 
and venture builders, universities, business schools, 
media and other ecosystem agents, Barcelona Tech 
City is focusing its activity in: 

• Promoting the BCN’s tech brand 
• Creating the perfect framework for digital companies
• Atracting local and international investment
• Connecting young talent with companies
• Partnering with other organizations to accelerate the 

city’s ecosystem

Barcelona Tech City is a non profit member organization that represents Barcelona’s digital 
and technological sector. BCN Tech City’s main goal is to showcase Barcelona as a main 
hub in the global tech scene. 



Main objectives
Barcelona Tech hub consolidation

Fostering tech entrepreneurship

Improving the legal, tax and financial landscape

Digitization - Making digital companies as driver for 
the change and growth of off-line sectors

Linking the tech sector to the Mobile World Capital and Congress



Strategy Implementation - Pillars

Brand&Ecosystem 
promotion

Sectoral  
Observatory -  

Information

Influencing

Investment

Stimulating 
entrepreneurship 

- knowledge

New business 
opportunities

Entrepreneurship  
at Schools, Universities

Connecting 
talent with 
companies

Suporting tech & 
entrepreneurial 
events in BCN

Atracting international 
talent

International  
links &  

promotion



Barcelona Tech City main figures

340 Members > 350 Tech companies represented

15% International members

Activities organized per year60

Media

Ecommerce

Software

Services

Investing - BA - VC

Travel&leisure

Mhealth/Ehealth

Social

Fintech

Edtech

Gaming

Software/hardware 1%
1%

2%
2%

3%
3%

5%
6%

14%
19%
19%

25%

B2B B2C B2B/C

29%29%

42%



Global partners

Versión principal

OPEN FUTURE. Versiones de la gráfica

Versión secundaría horizontal

Endoso

Versión principal

Versión secundaría horizontal

Endoso



Corporate partners



Public partners



Collaborations

Entities

Incubators/Accelerators

Universities



New Brand
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Study
Technological and Digital Sectors

Barcelona
2014	

Sectoral Observatory



Executive Summary
2014 Revenue

€6bn
Recruitment

9,500 
professionals

International presence
60% 

of surveyed companies

Over 50 countries

Activity on international markets

Average age of the sector’s 
companies and start-ups

4,8 
years

Start-ups 
created in 2014

19% 
of surveyed companies
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Reference business 
facilities in Europe

• Berlin: Factory (supported by 
Google Entrepreneurs)

• London: Google Campus

• Paris: 1000 Startups

• Madrid: Google Campus

• Boston: CIC Boston/
Cambridge



Location: 
Barceloneta

Philosophy: Barcelona, the best place for living and 
working

• Unique location 
• Meeting point of the old and new economy - 

Old trade market 
• By the sea / Barceloneta 
• Connected with 22@ district 

• Comunication 
• Near the city centre (BCN City Council, 

Catalan Government) 
• Public transportation (subway-bus stations) 
• Rondes - Airport 

• Transformation of the neighborhood: creative and 
knowledge area- Glòries/Torres Mafre/Hotel W 

• Companies such as Edreams-Odigeo, Privalia, 
Desigual, Kantox, Holaluz, Tiendeo…. 

• Glories - Barcelona Activa - Incubators, Big 
Corporations (TSystems, Yahoo, Agbar, Indra, 
Microsoft, Mediapro, ….) 

• First level research centres (PRBB - CRG -
Hospital del Mar) 

• Universities  - UPF, UB, UOC, UPC



Pier01 - Barcelona Tech City
• One of the largests tech hubs in Europe with 10.500m2
• Housing more than 80 tech companies and more than 1000 professionals in only 

one spot in the city 
• Office spaces, coworking, showrooms and common areas to foster innovation 

and collaboration



101 Ventures Drivy Numa
101Startups Earthdas PDGInvest
500 Markets Ecomenda PGI
Alice's Garden Eelp Pixroute
Antai Venture Builders Elcodi Privia
B.wom Emindset Law SaltoConRed
BcnTechCity Encomenda Scanloterua
BeAgency ExpertsMarketing SeenJobs
BeMobile FastWay Partners Shopify
BeRepublic Flirtie SitkaCapital
Bibulu French Tech Hub BCN Softonic
BIS Gas Natural Fenosa StampyDoo
Boompi Geenapp Talent Republic
ByHours Hatnet Team EQ
Capitall Cell Ikomobi The List
Chin Chin LetGo Tiendeo
Climbista LetMeSpace Tracks CO2
Conector Mobile Biometrics Visual Engineering
ConnectThings mVentures Visual Pitonisa
CornerJob Napptilus Vodity
Cube Ventures Narada Wappa
DefyU Negotium
Deliberry Nosotras
Digalix Nubalia
DogBuddy Nuclio

Pier01 - tenants



In conclusion



Barcelona
one of the most balanced places in 
Europe to start and grow a global 

business in the digital sector



BARCELONA  TECH  CITY
Pier01 – Barcelona Tech City
Palau de Mar
Plaça Pau Vila, 1 
Block A, 3rd Floor, Door - 3A3
08003 Barcelona
+34 636293782

BCNTECHCITY@bcntechcitywww.barcelonatechcity.com

Miquel Martí
CEO
mmarti@barcelonatechcity.com


