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INTRODUCTION  

TO THE EMIRATE OF  

RAS AL KHAIMAH 
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RAS AL KHAIMAHôS RULER SHARES HIS  

VISION FOR THE EMIRATEôS FUTURE 

ñOpening the door to foreign trade is a 

hallmark of Ras Al Khaimahôs past, present 

and future. Today we honour our heritage by 

welcoming the investors of the future.ò 
  

His Highness Sheikh Saud 

bin Saqr Al Qasimi 

 

Supreme Council Member and 

Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah 
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Ras al Khaimah (RAK) is one of the seven emirates which comprise the  

United Arab Emirates (UAE), along with Abu Dhabi and Dubai. 

WHERE IS RAS AL KHAIMAH? 
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Ổ Ras Al Khaimah is governed by His Highness 
Sheikh Saud bin Saqr Al Qasimi, Supreme Council 
Member and Ruler of Ras Al Khaimah 

 

Ổ Extremely safe, secure and stable emirate; with 
S&P rating of A/A-1 

 

Ổ Very diversified, dynamic economy with free zone 
opportunities for foreign investment, as well as 
freeholds and joint ventures 

 

Ổ Average GDP growth of 8% annually since 2011 

 

Ổ Home to 12,000 international businesses across 
nine free zone parks 

 

Ổ Headquarters to industry leaders such as RAK 
Ceramics, Julphar Pharmaceuticals and RAK Bank 

 

WELCOME TO RAS AL KHAIMAH 

Emirate Size (km2) 

Dubai 3,885 

Sharjah  2,590 

Ras Al Khaimah  2,590 

Fujairah  1,165 

Umm Al Quwain 777 

Ajman  259 

Land Size Comparison and  

the Northern Emirates 

Source: www.government.ae 
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Tourism 

Diverse landscapes, a rich heritage and a temperate climate, make RAK a globally 

recognized destination for luxury and adventure travel by visitors seeking premium 

branded hotels and resorts.  

   

Real Estate and Development 

RAKôs growing property sector is supported by strong economic fundamentals, stable 

policies and a fresh approach to development.  Innovative real estate developers are 

changing the landscape of the emirate with unique world class properties. 

 

Industrial Sector 

Industry is the backbone of the RAK economy.  Home to RAK Ceramics, a global 

industrial icon, RAK attracts a wide range and scope of activities, from building materials 

to pharmaceuticals to automotive assembly. 

 

 

RAKôS DIVERSE ECONOMY PROVIDES AN IDEAL 

SETTING FOR GULF INVESTORS 

RAKôs economy has grown steadily in recent years due to the continued success of local ventures 

and international businesses that call the emirate home.  RAK has developed a diverse array of 

industries by embracing innovation and ingenuity, making it an ideal option for investors and 

entrepreneurs looking to do business in the Gulf region and beyond. 
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Trading and Logistics 

Leveraging its location at the entrance to the Arabian Gulf, RAK provides excellent 

global connectivity. A strategic trading hub for goods, RAK ports move 50 million tons 

of goods to all corners of the globe every year. 

 

Service Sector 

A growing economy, led by the booming manufacturing sector, is paving the way for a 

steady expansion into varied financial services and the establishment of RAK as a 

pre-eminent destination for quality healthcare in the region, meeting the demand for 

specialized services. 

 

Education 

In pursuit of educational excellence, RAK is investing heavily in setting up world class 

education facilities, attracting premier educational institutions at all learning levels. 

RAKôS DIVERSE ECONOMY PROVIDES AN IDEAL 

SETTING FOR GULF INVESTORS 
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The stability, security and safety of the UAE, combined with its infrastructure, logistics services and 

strategic geographic location, make it a perfect launch pad to a wide variety of markets across the 

world. 

 

Ổ Europe 

Ổ Middle East (including Iran) 

Ổ Africa & South Asia 

WELCOME TO THE UAE,  

A LAUNCH PAD TO A VARIETY OF WORLD MARKETS  

31% of Worldôs 

Population 

11% of Worldôs 

GDP 

Within Easy Flight 

76% of Worldôs 

Population 

53% of Worldôs 

GDP 

4 hours 8 hours 



9 

RAK OFFERS SUBSTANTIAL LOGISTICAL ADVANTAGES 

Land 

Multilane super-highways E311 and E611 connect to all 
neighboring emirates and countries 

Ổ Less than one hour from Dubai 

 

Sea 

RAK is home to five sea ports, including; 

Ổ Saqr Port - the largest bulk commodity port in the Middle 
East, shipping approximately 50 million tonnes annually  

Ổ RAK Maritime City Free Zone - which provides waterside 
manufacturing capabilities and exclusive berthing, ideal for 
large fabrication 

Ổ Khor Port - city centre port, offering a range of modern cargo 
handling facilities and services 

Ổ Al Jeer Port - on the border of the Sultanate of Oman, the 
latest facility in RAK 

Ổ Al Jazeera Port - specializing in dry docking and ship repair 

 

Air 

RAK International Airport services the emirate and boasts; 

Ổ An annual cargo capacity of 50,000 tonnes 

Ổ Chilled reefers and cold storage facilities 

Ổ 250,000 square feet of warehouse storage space 

 

Ras Al Khaimah has a strong trading heritage due to its geographical location at the mouth of the Arabian Gulf and 

has grown into an industrial and trading hub, offering strategic access to the UAEôs major logistical centres and 

emerging world markets. 
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Proven infrastructure in the UAE also eases supply chain barriers. UAE has extremely well 

developed transport, water, electricity, and telecommunications infrastructure. In addition, the UAE is 

investing USD $81 Billion in additional enhancements to its world class infrastructure. 

THE UAE HAS WORLD-CLASS INFRASTRUCTURE  

FOR ALL SECTORS 

USD $36 Billion 
Ổ Abu Dhabi - Khalifa Port 
Ổ Dubai - Jebel Ali 
Ổ RAK - Saqr Port 

 

USD $44 Billion 

Ổ DWC Al Maktoum 

Ổ DXB Expansion 

Ổ RAK Airport 

USD $11 Billion 

Ổ Etihad Rail 
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The UAE is currently ranked 17th in the World Bankôs Logistics Performance Index (LPI), and 

ranked within the top 20 in all six LPI categories. 

 

THE UAE HAS A TOP GLOBAL RANKING FOR LOGISTICS 

Top 20 

The Logistics Performance Index (LPI) is a benchmarking 

tool based on a worldwide survey ranking the logistics 

ñfriendlinessò of the countries heavily involved in trade.  

LPI Categories 

LPI Rank Country Region 

1 Singapore SE Asia 

2 Hong Kong  SE Asia 

3 Finland Europe 

4 Germany Europe 

5 Netherlands Europe 

6 Denmark Europe 

7 Belgium Europe 

8 Japan SE Asia 

9 United States N. America 

10 United Kingdom Europe 

11 Austria Europe 

12 France Europe 

13 Sweden Europe 

14 Canada N. America 

15 Luxembourg Europe 

16 Switzerland Europe 

17 UAE Middle East 

18 Australia SE Asia 

19 Taiwan China SE Asia 

20 Spain Europe 

On Time Delivery 

Ranked 13th Ranked 15th Ranked 15th 

Ranked 17th Ranked 17th Ranked 18th 

Customs and Border  

Efficiency 

Ease of Arranging  

Shipments 

Track & Trace 

Quality of  

Logistics Services 

Quality of  

Infrastructure 
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THE UAE IS RANKED NO. 1 AMONG EMERGING MARKETS 

LPI Rank Country Economic Group 
17 UAE GCC 

33 Qatar GCC 

37 Saudi Arabia GCC 

48 Bahrain GCC 

62 Oman GCC 

70 Kuwait GCC 

26 China BRIC 

45 Brazil BRIC 

46 India BRIC 

95 Russia BRIC 

21 S. Korea MIST 

27 Turkey MIST 

47 Mexico MIST 

59 Indonesia MIST 

41 Tunisia North Africa 

50 Morocco North Africa 

57 Egypt North Africa 

137 Libya North Africa 

71 Pakistan South Asia 

135 Afghanistan South Asia 

23 South Africa Sub-Saharan Africa 

108 Ghana Sub-Saharan Africa 

121 Nigeria Sub-Saharan Africa 

122 Kenya Sub-Saharan Africa 

138 Angola Sub-Saharan Africa 

141 Ethiopia Sub-Saharan Africa 

Logistics efficiency makes the UAE the best 

positioned country to enable companies to enter 

emerging markets. 

Reducing supply chain barriers to trade could 

increase GDP up to six times more than 

removing tariffs. The effects of reducing 

barriers are not gradual; changes occur when 

tipping points are reached.  

Source: World Economic Forum 
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THE UAE HAS A UNIFIED SYSTEM FOR BETTER LOGISTICS 

The UAE has invested heavily in removing supply chain barriers. 

 

Customs Support 

Ổ Clean and transparent customs structure 

Ổ Customs bonding 

Ổ E-Customs Clearance 

 

Governance Infrastructure 

Ổ Business-friendly regulatory and financial framework 

Ổ Business-friendly political environment 

Ổ Implementation and adherence to global standards 

 

Economic Infrastructure 

Ổ Free Trade and Special Economic Zones 

Ổ Tariff reductions and rationalisation 

 

The UAE is governed by the Common Customs Law of the Cooperation Council for the Arab States 

of the Gulf, a unified set of regulations and procedures across GGC Member States, which include 

special provisions pertaining to Free Zone imports and exports. 
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THE UAEôS EFFICIENT CUSTOMS SYSTEM REDUCES 

COSTS, AND HELPS INVESTORS MAXIMISE PROFITS 

Importing 

to the UAE 
To Non-Free Zone 
5% Customs Fee 

(Article 9, GCC Common  
Customs Law) 

To Free Zone 

0% Customs Fee 
(Article 78, GCC Common  

Customs Law) 

To the UAE  

and GCC 

5% Customs Fee 
(Article 15, GCC Common  

Customs Law) 

To Intôl Locations  

Or Other Free Zone 

0% Customs Fee 
(Article 78, GCC Common  

Customs Law) 

Exporting  

from the UAE  
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RAK FTZ PROVIDES EFFICIENT AND EFFECTIVE 

BUSINESS SET-UP SOLUTIONS 

  

Ổ No local content or employment requirements - businesses 

can source workers globally without restrictions 

Ổ Ease in getting employment and residence visas compared 

to other countries 

Ổ Few constraints in terms of requirements to register an 

activity, making the UAE one of the quickest and easiest 

countries in which to set up a business 

Ổ A legal framework that encourages startups 

Ổ Stable and diversified financial system with choice of 

regional and international banking service providers 

Ổ Competitive financing costs and high levels of liquidity 

Ổ No capital controls - unrestricted repatriation 

Ổ Fixed exchange rate with USD Dollar 
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WHY INVEST  

IN RAK FREE  

TRADE ZONE? 
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RAK FREE TRADE ZONE AUTHORITY ï KEY PROFILE 

RAK FREE TRADE ZONE 

  

The Ras Al Khaimah Free Trade Zone (RAK FTZ) is a cost-effective 

gateway to a wide range of markets across Europe, North Africa, the 

Middle East and South Asia. Its strategic geographical location is well-

positioned to help companies easily take advantage of the trade flows 

between East and West. 

  

Less than an hourôs drive from Dubai, RAK FTZ is one of the fastest-

growing free zones in the UAE, and it is the investment destination of 

choice for more than 7,500 companies from over 100 countries, 

representing more than 50 industry sectors. 

  

Established in 2000 with a mandate to provide custom-made business 

solutions, RAK FTZ furnishes its clients with a completely tax-free 

environment, fast-track visas, freedom to source labour and materials 

globally, and ongoing business support services such as advertising, 

procurement, event management, recruitment and training assistance. 

  

In addition to award-winning service, RAK FTZ provides the same free 

zone benefits and top-notch facilities that are available elsewhere in the 

UAE, but for substantially lower costs, allowing clients to maximise their 

return on investment. 

H.H. Sheikh Ahmad Saqer 

Mohamed Al Qasemi 

 

Chairman, RAK Free Trade Zone 

Member of Ruling Family of the 

Emirate of Ras Al Khaimah 
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RAK FTZ OFFERS NUMEROUS  BENEFITS TO ITS CLIENTS 

 
 

Benefits 

100% 

Ownership 

Value-Added 

Services 

Range of 

Facilities to 

Suit Business 

Need 

Flexible 

Labour  

(no quotas) 

Visas 

Ease & Speed 

in Registering 

Company 

No Customs 

Duty on  

Re-Exported 

Goods 

No Taxation 
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There are two main opportunities for starting a business in Ras Al Khaimah: Free 

Zone and Non-Free Zone companies. 

 

Non-Free Zone companies must be established as joint ventures with a UAE 

national sponsor. Foreign investors are generally limited to 49% ownership. 

 

Free Zone companies may be 100% foreign owned, and operate under more liberal 

Free Zone regulations. 

100% OWNERSHIP 

Non-Free 

Zone  
51/49 

ownership 

Private 

Joint Stock 

Company 

Limited 

Liability 

Company 

Public Joint 

Stock 

Company 

Joint 

Venture 

Free 

Zone 
100% 

foreign 

ownership 

Free Zone 

Company 

Subsidiary 

Free Zone 

Enterprise 
Branch 
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A streamlined customs system, featuring: 

Ổ Common customs GCC law stating that free zones are totally or partially excluded from standard 

customs provisions 

Ổ A provision that goods may be admitted and transported to any other place within the country 

without payment of the customs taxes 

Ổ A provision that all foreign goods may be imported into free zones, without being subject to customs 

duties or taxes  

Ổ A provision that  foreign goods may be exported from free zones to other countries or to other free 

zones, without being subject to customs duties or taxes 

Ổ Customs services in all RAK Free Zone Parks 

 

 

 

 

 

NO TAXATION AND NO CUSTOMS DUTY  

ON RE-EXPORTED GOODS 

No taxation 

No 

corporate 

tax 

No  
withholding  

tax 
No  

personal  
tax 
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WHAT BENEFITS DOES RAK FTZ OFFER? 

BENEFITS 

Ổ Quick and easy registration 

Ổ Cost-effective 

Ổ Custom-made business solutions 

Ổ Comprehensive packages including licences, visas 

and company registration 

Ổ A range of facilities to suit every business need 
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A COMPLETE RANGE OF SOLUTIONS & FACILITIES  

TO FIT BUSINESS NEEDS 

Ổ Commercial 

Ổ General Trading 

Ổ Consultancy/Service 

Ổ Industrial 

Business Licence Legal Entities 

Ổ Free Zone (FZC/FZE) 

Ổ Foreign Branch 

Ổ Local Branch 

Ổ Foreign Subsidiary 

Facilities 

Ổ Flexi-Desk/Office 

Ổ Standard & Executive Offices 

Ổ Shell & Core Office 

Ổ Warehouse 

Ổ Land ready for development 


